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Budapest..Two Amazing Cities in one!

The famed Danube River flows seamlessly through Hungary's capital, which claims a rich and varied
history dating back almost 2,000 years. The city got its name as late as 1873, when three separate
entities— Pest, Buda, and Obuda (“Old Buda") — merged. Pest is the commercial center of the city and
flatter than its hilly counterpart across the river, Buda. There are shops and restaurants offering
international and traditional Hungarian fare (think paprika-infused chicken and beef and succulent
strudel for dessert) and many historic sites. Stroll down scenic Andrassy Avenue and visit the Hungarian
State Opera House, a veritable jewel-box built in the neo-Renaissance and Baroque styles. Budapest is
also known for its famous restorative thermal baths, havens for Hungarians and tourists alike. The very
affordable Szechenyi Bath is located in the attractive City Park. Buda, on the other side of the Danube
River, offers a breathtaking view of the stately Hungarian Parliament, built in the Gothic Revival style.

Go there especially at night, when the city is glittering in the background.
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Program A: 18th till 21st of Aug

Program B: 21st till 23rd of Aug



http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/16123/Hungary/Budapest/Andrassy-Avenue
http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/299554/Hungary/Budapest/Oper-Operahaz
http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/299554/Hungary/Budapest/Oper-Operahaz
http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/299554/Hungary/Budapest/Oper-Operahaz
http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/16125/Hungary/Budapest/Szechenyi-Thermal-Bath
http://www.tripwolf.com/en/guide/show/299543/Hungary/Budapest/Parliament-Orszaghaz

Facts about Budapes
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http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/statue-of-anonymus/1174658
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/statue-of-anonymus/1174658
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/statue-of-anonymus/1174658
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/gellert-hill/338001
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/gellert-hill/338001
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/szechenyi-thermal-bath/337908
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/castle-district/531455
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/andrassy-avenue/924294
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/budapest/things-to-do/hero-s-square/854705
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History of Budapest!.....

Traces have been found of settlements dating back as far as the Old Stone Age. People lived on both
sides of the Danube, where Budapest now stands; in the second millennium BC Bronze Age urn sites
have also been uncovered. In the éth C. BC Scythians from the Black Sea region settled here, and
there are signs of Celfo-lllyrian ftribes having been here in the 4th/3rd C BC.

A decisive factor in the town's development was the building of a Roman fort in what is now Obuda.
The Roman base of Aquincum, separated info civiian and military districts, was the capital of the
province ofz Pannonia and flourished during the second half of the 2nd C BC.

In the 5th C A.D. the Huns swept across the country, and King Atfila set up a great new kingdom in
what is now Hungary. From the éth to the 9th C the Avars settled where Budapest now stands. About
896 the Magyars led by Prince Arpdd settled in the area of present-day Obuda. Later on they
migrated to the hills further west to take advantage of the greater protection they offered.

Around the year 1000 Stephen (Istvdn) |, King of Hungary, organized a feudal state on the Central
European model and infroduced Christianity. A few years’ later merchants from central and Western
Europe seftled in Buda and Pest and helped both places to develop rapidly. In 1241-42 Mongols
stormed the Danube towns of Buda and Pest. A few years later the construction of the Castle of Buda
ordered by King Béla IV was completed. The royal court moved to Buda in 1347 again, when work
was begun to expand the fortification intfo a palace in contemporary Gothic style. From then on Buda
became a royal fown, while Pest developed intfo a prosperous trading center. In the second half of
the 15th C Matthias Corvinus extended the Royal Palace and Buda, together with Visegrdd, became
a center of Renaissance culture.

In 1526, after their victory at Mohdcs, the Turks took Buda and Pest. Under Sultan SGleyman | (the
Magnificent) many churches were converted into mosques, fine bath-houses constructed and
defensive  works  modernized. Buda became the seat of a Grand  Vizier.

It was 1686 before Charles of Lorraine was able to recon quest Obuda, Buda and Pest for the House of
Habsburg. Various measures taken during the reign of Empress Maria Theresa led to a further
economic upsurge in Buda and Pest, largely brought about by an influx of German-speaking settlers.
In 1777 Buda was made a university fown but lost this fitle to Pest a few years later. The left bank of the
Danube soon became the intellectual and political center of the country. In 1848-49 there was a civil
revolution led by liberal nobles.



History of Budapest!....:

The Chain Bridge was opened in 1849, with the aim of helping Obuda, Buda and Pest to merge more
quickly. In 1867 Emperor Franz Joseph | and Empress Elisabeth ("Sissi') were crowned in Maftthias
Church. The Austro-Hungarian monarchy of the Danube came into being. In the history of Budapest
the year 1872 stands out as a milestone, for it was then that the three separate settlements of Pest,
Buda and Obuda (literally "Old" Buda) were united into one city with a population of more than
150,000. Budapest officially became the capital city of Hungary, and underwent rapid growth in size
and eminence. This was the city's golden age, and coincided with the Hungarian millennial
celebrations in 1896 when the continental Europe's first Underground Railroad was opened. At the
outbreak of the First World War many well-known industrial firms established themselves in the
Budapest region.

As a result of the war Budapest suffered severe economic setbacks which continued in the years
between the wars. Towards the end of the Second World War, in the autumn of 1944, Budapest
became a front-line fown and suffered severe damage, especially in the castle quarter where units of
the German army were barricaded in.

From February 13th 1945 onwards Soviet tfroops controlled the whole of Budapest and thereafter it was
ruled along strict Soviet lines. In the autumn of 1956 political turmoil and economic hardship fuelled
popular uprisings which were savagely put down by Hungarian and Soviet forces of law and order.
The inner city presented a picture of devastation.

In the 1960s and 1970s much inner-city building and reconstruction took place, such as the opening to
traffic of the Elisabeth Bridge, extension of the underground network, renovation of the old city center,
especially the castle quarter, and the building of large luxury hotels both in the castle quarter and on
the Pest bank of the Danube. What soon became known as "goulash communism" encouraged an
upsurge in tourism, and visitors from Eastern and Western Europe as well as the US in particular visited
the city in ever-increasing numbers.

In 1989 the events of 1956 could be viewed in a fresh light, and on June 16th hundreds of thousands
paid homage to the former Prime Minister Imre Nagy who had been disgraced and executed 31
years previously. These political changes led to the Iron Curtain on the Hungaro-Austrian border being
pulled down, and several thousand East Germans fook advantage of the situation fo flee to West
Germany and other western countries.

Budapest, now home to two million inhabitants, would appear counfless times on any list of
superlatives. The Confinent's first underground railway was built here. From here originated more
pioneering Hollywood film makers than from any other European city. Budapest was the home of such
world class inventors as KdimdnKandé, the father of electric railways, and Janoslrinyi, one of the early
developers of matches. Hungary's two most celebrated composers - BélaBarték and ZoltadnKoddly -
lived in Budapest, and Nobel Prize-winning Hungarian author ImreKertész was born here.



Pre & Post Tours
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Berlin- the City of Contrasts!

Berlin

The City of Contrasts...!
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Prague-The Best of Bohemia! - Part 1

Prague — A Pre AGA Tour from 14" till 18" of Aug

10 Must-See Attractions in Prague
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Prague-The Best of Bohemia! - Part 2




Venice & Tuscany-The Beauty of Iltaly! - Part 1

Venice & Tuscany — A Post AGA Tour from 23rd till 27" of Aug

Venice




Venice & Tuscany-The Beauty of Italy! - Part 2

Venice & Tuscany — A Post AGA Tour from 23rd till 27" of Aug

Tuscany,



http://www.tuscany.org/

WhyBudapest?
I T

Reasons to visit Budapest in 2013!



http://visitbudapest.travel/activities/budapest-baths/
http://visitbudapest.travel/activities/budapest-baths/rudas-baths/
http://visitbudapest.travel/activities/budapest-baths/szechenyi-baths/
http://visitbudapest.travel/activities/budapest-baths/gellert-baths/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/budapests-best-wine-bars/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/budapests-best-wine-bars/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/budapests-best-wine-bars/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/award-winning-restaurants-in-budapest/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/best-new-local-eateries-in-budapest/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/ruin-pubs-a-budapest-specialty/
http://visitbudapest.travel/arts-entertainment/budapest-nightlife/szimpla-kert/
http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-architecture/
http://visitbudapest.travel/budapest-events/budapest-100/
http://visitbudapest.travel/local-secrets/lokalwear/
http://visitbudapest.travel/local-secrets/printa/
http://visitbudapest.travel/local-secrets/matyodesign/
http://visitbudapest.travel/local-secrets/tisza-shoes/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/instant-hungary/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/instant-hungary/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/instant-hungary/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/budapest-markets/
http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/central-market-hall/
http://visitbudapest.travel/articles/szimpla-kert-farmers-market/
http://visitbudapest.travel/activities/budapest-tours/culinary-walking-tour/
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In our Next Edition [

Follow me to Bali!

AIM Regional Meeting &
Dodo’s Nest this May!

Panama Canal Cruise!
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